
Model Answer 1

As You Like It prominently features many songs. They not only add to the colour 

and feel of the pastoral lifestyle, but they also mirror many of the major themes running 

throughout the play. The songs also have a clever way of illuminating these themes 

further so that they do not only echo the themes but contribute to them as well. Amiens 

sings songs that idealize the country life over the court life. However, one small, 

scathing song by Jaques does just the opposite by refusing to shed light on their 

banishment to the country. Amiens’ pastoral attitude is confronted again later in the play 

when a song is sung about the killing of a deer. The songs do not simply reflect on the 

views of the pastoral lifestyle though. Other songs are about the folly of love as well as 

the honour and magnificence of it. The songs in As You Like It highlight one of the most 

interesting aspects of the play: they all contradict each other. One tune is about the 

beautify and respect of the country life while another song highlights the grotesqueries 

of living in Arden. A song can be about the falseness of love and the desperate effects it 

has on a person while another song celebrates the beauty of love. The songs even 

contradict themselves. In these ways, the songs of As You Like It reveal meanings that 

are important in conveying the differences between the country life and the court life, 

the follies of love and the merriment that can be begot from love as well.

1. Country Life Vs Court Life

1.1 - One of the great contradictions Shakespeare made in As You Like It was to 

turn the pastoral theme on its head.



1.2 - Discuss Amiens view points of the country life.

1.2.1 - “And loves to live i’th’ sun, / Seeking the food he eats / And pleased 

with what he gets,” (2.5.33-35)

1.2.2 - Then go on to point out that even in his own song he contradicts 

himself by pointing out that their only enemy is “winter and rough weather” (2.5.8) 

which, in reality, are quite strong adversaries when living outside.

1.3 - Discuss Amiens second song which further juxtaposes the court life to the 

country life

1.3.1 - “Blow, blow, thou winter wind, / Thou art not so unkind / As man’s 

ingratitude.” (2.7.174-176)

1.3.2 - Go on to show how this view of the country life is echoed by Duke 

Senior when he says “Are not these woods / More free from peril than the envious 

court?” (2.1.3-4)

1.3.2.1 - Show how yet again they are simply idealizing the country 

life while ignoring it’s dangerous natures. Amiens sings of winter wind as though it were 

nothing. Duke Senior points out that there are “toads, ugly and venomous” (2.1.13)

1.4 - Discuss the song about the killing of a deer and how this undermines the 

idea of this pastoral image where people live off of nature, eating grapes and walking 

around shoeless. The killing of the deer seems to go against this idea, and the song 

itself is grotesque.

1.4.1 - “What shall he have that killed the deer? / his leather skin and 

horns to wear. / ...The horn, the horn, the lusty horn / Is not a thing to laugh or 

scorn.” (4.2.11-19)



1.5 - The songs in As You Like It do a great deal to not only reflect the 

circumstances presented in the play, but they also help to show the disparities between 

the country life and court life.

2. Love is folly/false

2.1 - The song sung about killing the deer also brings to light another major 

theme of As you Like It, the falseness of love. 

2.1.1 - Explain how the deer horns was a sign of cuckoldry, and that men 

whose wives cheated on them wore the horns. This is wear the euphemism “wearing 

the horns” comes from.

2.1.2 - “It was a crest ere thou was born. / Thy father’s father wore it, / And 

thy father bore it.” (4.2.15-17)

2.1.2.1 - Explain how this quote illustrates that love has always 

been a folly and is not just a problem presented in this play or this generation.

2.1.3 - “I pray you do not fall in love with me, / for I am falser than vows 

made in wine.” (3.5.73-74)

2.1.3.1 - Show how what Rosalind is saying here reflects this idea 

of false love. While Rosalind is simply trying to get herself out of a precarious situation 

with Phoebe, she shows a knowledge of false love here, words of love spoken while 

drunk. 

2.1.3.2 - While the “wine” may suggest drunk on alcohol, it can also 

mean drunk on love.

2.2 - Two young pages sing a song about love that makes a point of calling forth 

the brevity of it.



2.2.1 - “This carol they began that hour , / With a hey, and a ho, and a 

hey-nonny-no, / How that a life was but a flower, / In spring-time, the only pretty ring 

time,  / When birds do sing, hey ding-a-ding ding, / Sweet lovers love the 

spring” (5.3.26-31)

2.2.1.1 - Point out the temporal motif in this passage. “Hour”, 

“Spring”. This constantly reminds us of short period of time which reflects how quickly 

infatuation comes and goes. Basically, do sweet lovers love in the spring-time only?

2.2.1.2 - Mention the flower as well, and how it suggests how short 

love is.

2.3 - As You Like It is filled with characters who doubt what love is. While they all 

seems to be infatuated with the idea of it, they also seem to realize that it can be built 

on false words and feelings.

3. The Truth and Honour of Love

3.1 - Just as the pastoral was contradicted, so is this pessimistic view of love.

3.1.1 - Point out how the two young pages song, while suggestive of 

brevity, is also very romantic, lovely.

3.1.2 - “And therefore take the present time, / ... for love is crownèd 

with the prime.” (5.3.32-34)

3.1.2.1 - Point out how love is shown as being best 

expressed when it is in it’s prime (this state of infatuation). 

3.1.2.2 - Also reflect on the symbolism of spring time in the 

song. Spring time is a time when things start a new and begin to sow their seeds. Who 

says that the seeds of love planted in spring have to be a flower and not a strong tree?



3.2 - Discuss Rosalind as a character who exemplifies the bliss and honour of 

love. While she is constantly decrying love as some silly infatuation while she is dressed 

as Ganymede, she herself swoons over Orlando and frets when Orlando is late for their 

meeting. She doesn’t exactly practice what she preaches.

3.3 - Discuss the last song sung by Hymen, the god of marriage.

3.3.1 - “High wedlock then be honourèd. / Honour, high honour and 

renown / To Hymen, god of every town.” (5.4.133-135)

3.3.1.1 - Firstly, note the significance of the god of marriage 

appearing in person. He isn’t just mentioned in words, but actually appears in the play 

and talks to the characters. Surely this offers some insight into the sanctity of love.

3.3.1.2 - Note the repetition of the word honour.

3.3.1.3 - “god of every town.” (5.4.135) This implies that towns are 

built on the foundations of marriages. After all, it is with love that a town becomes larger 

and prospers when people marry and have children. This idea backs up the theme of 

how important love is.

3.4 - And so we also see the songs in As You Like It portraying love in an 

honourable sense. While love can seem to be a silly infatuation, this infatuation masks 

the deepness of love.

4. Conclusion

4.1 - The songs of As You like It prove that there was a “great matter in the 

ditty” (5.3.39) as they reveal themes of the country life against the city life, the 

foolishness of love-sick actions as well as the deeper implications of love.

4.2 - Make a point of expressing the contradictions of these themes and how the 



songs really showed this juxtaposition of ideas.

4.3 - End the essay by quickly pointing out how these contradictions of theme 

were not only shown in the songs, but in the characters themselves. Ultimately, any one 

of these songs could have been sung by any characters, as they all seem to believe in 

the words of these songs at any given point in the play. The songs could literally be 

heard to express whatever you liked it to. You could take them as you like it.


